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Not traditional yet far from modern, contemporary interior design can feel like the
best of all words. Audrey Scheck of Audrey Scheck Design tells me, “While modern
design refers to a specific time period, contemporary design is a more loose term
designating both current and future design trends. Contemporary design evolves
as interior design trends come and go.”

Current contemporary spaces have an easy, warm feel to them. Far from
formulaic, they can be eclectic or even fun. Whether you’re currently designing a
contemporary space or just refreshing an old one, here are nine contemporary
design tips shared by expert interior designers.

Choose Curved Lines

Scheck tells me curved lines can truly enhance a contemporary space. “From
rounded corners on furniture to arched mirrors and doorways, curves bring so
much dimension to a space. Incorporating curves helps to balance a space by
breaking up angles and hard lines.”
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A curved archway GETTY

There are lots of ways to add curved lines to a room. Choose a curvy sofa or chair.
Even a curvy bookcase, mirror, or artwork can create visual interest.

Skip The White And Go With Creamy Neutrals
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White can look very modern and stark, so choose a creamy neutral if you want a
space to have a more contemporary aesthetic.
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“Consumers are leaning into creamy neutral tones which are versatile enough to
make a space feel calm and neutral while also being warm and inviting,” says
Scheck. “A neutral base allows for even more flexibility to introduce color through
fun accents like artwork, textiles, and decorative accents.”

Add A Statement Rug

If a contemporary room feels as if it's missing something, it would probably
benefit from a statement rug. “Utilizing a statement rug in a space helps define a
room, especially in open-concept homes,” explains Scheck. “To maximize the
ground covering, we often layer a smaller accent rug over a natural fiber rug such
as jute or sisal. This not only helps to fill the space but also brings in additional
layers and textures.”

In addition to texture, rugs are also a great way to add color to a neutral space.

Bringing The Outdoors Inside Feels Like A Breath Of

Fresh Air

Bringing outdoor elements indoors and blending both spaces has been on-trend
for a while now. Adriana Hoyos, designer of Shoma Bay, which is a condominium
project in Miami—is a big proponent of this design choice. “A captivating dialogue
is established by seamlessly connecting the outdoor and indoor environments,
giving birth to a truly functional, dynamic, and energetic living experience.
Merging the organic beauty of the natural world with the comforts of indoor living
transforms the spaces and brings serenity, relaxation, and creativity,” she says.

A great example of this is that the Owner’s Lounge at Shoma Bay is designed to
connect with the Zen Garden. On a smaller scale, even something as simple as
bringing plants inside can transform a contemporary space.

Install Herringbone Flooring In A Single Direction

Skip the slats. Herringbone flooring is charming and chic, but also versatile.
Because this type of flooring has a vintage vibe and isn’t quite everywhere yet—it
really gets noticed.

Herringbone floors in a Scandinavian style space GETTY

Anja Pavlin, Associate Director for Nova suggests installing this type of flooring in
a single direction. “It creates a contemporary pattern underfoot and gives the
illusion of more space. Plus, the combination of a traditional hand-crafted look
with a contemporary exterior makes for an interesting contrast,” she says.

Opt For Natural Stone And White Woods

While man-made materials can sometimes be less expensive, natural is always
better in a contemporary home.

A kitchen with a natural stone countertop GETTY

“Natural stone, white woods, and elegant metals are a foundation of contemporary
design. These materials are warm and inviting and help to connect residents to
their surroundings and welcome guests and visitors,” says Pavilin. “Taking cues
from nature and the outdoors as well as minimalist-infused Scandinavian design,
these elements foster a calming and elevated atmosphere.”

Elevate A Room With A Monochromatic Color Scheme

The monochromatic look has been in style for quite a while now and it doesn’t
look like this trend is going away any time soon.

A monochromatic living room GETTY

It’s a great way to really make a statement and doesn’t require a massive budget.
Andrea DeRosa, cofounder and principal designer of Avenue Interior Design tells
me, “Accessorize in one color. Shape, size, and texture should vary for interest, but
keeping accessories and artwork all a similar color creates a very contemporary
interior.”

Mix And Match

Or go the opposite direction by mixing and matching. This is a favorite choice of
Melissa Urdang Bodie of Melissa and Miller Interiors. “The key, for us, is to mix
and match. We love to incorporate modern pieces, but we never like sacrificing the
warmth, or the way the room makes you feel. Sometimes, modern can feel cold
and impersonal. We solve that by mixing fabric textures, finishes, and materials
within the spaces so that the room feels inviting.”

Look To The Past For Furniture And Decor

One of the best elements of contemporary interior design is that you can easily use
pieces from different eras. Bethany Adams of Bethany Adams Interiors tells me,
“It may sound counterintuitive, but when decorating in a contemporary style, I
look to the past. So many designers and artists in Italy, France, and Germany
created ahead-of-its- time furnishings and decor in the middle of the last century.”

While you can scour local antique shops and estate sales, you can also easily
source online. Adam likes 1stDibs and South Loop Loft.

Follow me on Twitter. Check out my website. 

Amanda Lauren

I am a writer, design expert, host of the podcast Bougie Adjacent, and comedic performer. I

also created an online course that teaches small business how to pitch writers... Read More

Follow

ADVERTISEMENT

Editorial Standards Print Reprints & Permissions

/
 

! " 0:00 0:15 # $

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

SPONSORED

Banyan Hill

Are You Ready for the Coming “Middle-Class
Massacre”?

Gundry MD

Top Heart Surgeon: This Simple Trick Helps Empty
Your Bowels Every Morning

Dr. Marty

Top U.S. Vet Reveals: The Worst Dog Food You Can
Buy

Beverly Hills MD

Top Plastic Surgeon: How To Improve Your Neck's
Appearance

One Community. Many Voices. Create a free account to share your thoughts. Read our
community guidelines here

Join Our Conversation

Commenting as Guest Log in

Be the first to comment...

No one seems to have shared their thoughts on this topic yet
Leave a comment so your voice will be heard first.

Powered by Terms | Privacy | Feedback

Apr 12, 2023, 07:54am EDT

12 Of The Best Online Jewelry

Stores For Stunning Pieces, At…

Jul 9, 2023, 04:51pm EDT

The Best Early Amazon Prime Day

Kindle Deals: Score Massive…

Jul 9, 2023, 04:33pm EDT

Save 30% On The Dreametech H12

Pro Early Prime Day Deal Before …

Jul 9, 2023, 03:38pm EDT

The Best Prime Day AirPods Deals

Are Live: Save On The Latest…

Jul 9, 2023, 12:52pm EDT

The Best Prime Day Luggage Deals

You Can Shop Right Now

Jul 9, 2023, 12:49pm EDT

Shop 25 Of The Best Prime Day

Deals Before The Big Event

Jul 9, 2023, 

Shop These 45 Early Prime Day

Deals Before They Sell Out

MORE FROM VETTED

ADVERTISEMENT

We independently select all products and services. If you click through links we provide, we
may earn a commission. Learn more

FORBES VETTED WEDDING WEEK

The Best Wedding Guest Dresses To

Match Every Style And Price Point
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No matter your fashion preferences, the best wedding guest dresses make you feel
confident and comfortable, whether you’re toasting the happy couple at a
beachside ceremony or black-tie affair. A great dress, in fact, can easily be
transformed for different party scenarios and levels of formality. A slip dress, for
example, can be glitzed up with jewelry and heels while a floor-length gown can
read more casual with a straw clutch and ballet flats. Ideally, you should get a lot
of style mileage out of a wedding guest dress and thoroughly enjoy wearing it—to
more than just weddings.

The best wedding guest dresses are versatile enough to transition from day to night. ILLUSTRATION: FORBES /

PHOTO: RETAILERS

The only thing you should avoid: Shopping at the last minute. Wedding season is
already upon us, and the invites are rolling in. With that in mind, we rounded up
the best wedding guest dresses for every situation—from formal to casual—and
style preference, so you can focus on the good part: Getting to the party.

Best Wedding Guest Dresses Overall: Reformation (Our Pick: Andee
Dress)

Best Affordable Wedding Guest Dresses: ASTR The Label (Our Pick:
Floral Puff Sleeve Wrap Dress)

Best Unique Wedding Guest Dresses: Nordstrom (Our Pick: AllSaints
Orion Viviana Floral Print Cold Shoulder Dress)

Best Formal Wedding Guest Dresses: Anthropologie (Our Pick:
BHLDN Hailee Ruffle-Neck Wrap Georgette Gown)

Best Wedding Guest Jumpsuits: Mango (Our Pick: Bow Wrap
Jumpsuit)

Best Casual Wedding Guest Dresses: Revolve (Our Pick: Steve
Madden Ayra Dress)

Best Maxi Wedding Guest Dresses: Shopbop (Our Pick: A.L.C. Moira
Dress)

Best Cocktail Wedding Guest Dresses: Quince (Our Pick: 100%
Washable Silk Slip Dress)

Best Petite Wedding Guest Dresses: M.M.LaFleur (Our Pick: The
DiemMy Dress)

Best Plus-Size Wedding Guest Dresses: Eloquii (Our Pick: Ruched
One Shoulder Dress)

(PAID PLACEMENT) You May Also Like: Windsor (Our Pick: Gracie
Formal Chiffon A-Line High-Low Dress)

Best Wedding Guest Dresses Overall

Reformation: Modern Styles, Sustainably Made

REFORMATION

Reformation Andee Dress

$378

Buy From Reformation

Sizes: 0-12 regular and petite| Price range: $98-$748| Shipping and
returns: Free shipping and free 30-day returns

Los Angeles-based Reformation has been a game changer in the sustainable
fashion industry since 2009, starting out with a vintage focus then expanding to
their own original designs made of recycled and deadstock fabrics. Their dresses
come in a range of styles from flowing silk florals to form-fitting knits to effortless
linen. Reformation emphasizes fair conditions and carbon neutral practices—and
by 2025, the brand aims to be carbon positive. Nordstrom and Anthropologie also
carry select Reformation dresses as well.

Best Affordable Wedding Guest Dresses

ASTR The Label: Romantic Styles

ASTR THE LABEL

ASTR The Label Floral Puff Sleeve Wrap Dress

$99

Buy From Nordstrom

Sizes: XS-XL | Price range: $78-$188 | Shipping and returns: Free shipping
and returns

ASTR The Label creates feminine and romantic dresses for all women and all
occasions. With a range of thoughtful design details like body-shaping corsets,
cutouts, ruffles and side leg slits, the brand is a go-to for sophisticated dresses at
affordable prices—most of which are under $200. You’ll also find ASTR dresses at
Revolve and Shopbop.

Best Unique Wedding Guest Dresses

Nordstrom: Sophisticated And Chic Options

NORDSTROM

AllSaints Orion Viviana Floral Print Cold Shoulder Dress

$329

SHOP NOW

Sizes: 00-28+ (Petite, Regular, Plus) | Price range: $80-$599 | Shipping and
returns: Free shipping and returns

When you want to shop many brands and styles in one site, without endless
clicking, Nordstrom delivers. For unique dresses and formal looks, the retailer
excels with its inclusive size range and well-curated roster of labels. Extra services
include free styling appointments, as well as free shipping and returns, and you
can also arrange alterations. Also great: the variety of women-, Black-, and Latinx-
owned brands represented here.

Best Formal Wedding Guest Dresses

Anthropologie: Flattering Black-Tie Styles
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ANTHROPOLOGIE

BHLDN Hailee Ruffle-Neck Wrap Georgette Gown

$248

Buy From Anthropologie

Sizes: 00-26, XXS-3X (Regular, Petite, Plus) | Price range: $108-$1,700 |
Shipping and returns: Free shipping over $50; $5.95 return free

Anthropologie is known for its popular in-house wedding line, BHLDN, which
includes wedding guest dresses you can filtered by event dress code—black tie,
casual, cocktail and more—with hundreds of formal styles and silhouettes. Beyond
their own label, the retailer also carries evening dresses from other sought out
brands, including Tracy Reese and Norma Kamali.

You May Also Like

Windsor: Flirty Meets Affordable

PAID PLACEMENT

WINDSOR

Gracie Formal Chiffon A-Line High-Low Dress

$55

Buy From Windsor

Sizes: 0-15 | Price range: $43-$200 | Shipping and returns: Free
returns to any store location within 30 days, $8 return cost for shipping

For wedding guest dresses that are as eye-catching as they are affordable,
Windsor is a safe bet. Dresses come in an array of colors and fabrics, from
muted earth-tone satin to festive lace in colorful hues—though we prefer airy
chiffon for a summer wedding. Most of these offerings feature trendy and risk-
taking details, too, like thigh-high slits and sheer panels. And with dozens of
dresses under $50, you won’t have to wear the same dress to multiple
weddings.

Best Wedding Guest Jumpsuits

Mango: Comfortable And Elegant Looks

MANGO

Mango Bow Wrap Jumpsuit

$100

Buy From Mango

Sizes: XXS-4XL | Price range: $60-$500 | Shipping and returns: Free
shipping over $50; free 30-day returns

If you want to show up to the big event with a different style, Mango’s jumpsuits
stand out for being sophisticated yet comfortable. You’ll find a lot of structured
silhouettes, flowy satin designs with micropleats or cutout details, bold prints and
jewel tone solids. Mango’s affordable price points and free return policy also make
it easy to try on a few options, risk-free.

Best Casual Wedding Guest Dresses

Revolve: Breezy And Relaxed Styles

REVOLVE

Steve Madden Ayra Dress

$89

Buy From Revolve

Sizes: XXS-4X | Price range: $62-$890 | Shipping and returns: Free 2-day
shipping; free 60-day returns

Revolve has stylish designs that span the high-low price spectrum. For a laidback
casual or beach wedding, the silhouettes range from flowy minis to bodycon fits to
chic two-piece sets. Revolve carries more than 1,000 brands, and often partners
with fashion influencers. They also match other competitors’ prices online within
30 days on all non-clearance items.

Best Maxi Wedding Guest Dresses

Shopbop: Sweeping Looks And Fast Shipping

SHOPBOP

A.L.C. Moira Dress

$795

Buy From Shopbop

Sizes: XXS-3XL | Price range: $88-$3,150 | Shipping and returns: Free 1-
to 3-day shipping and free 15-day returns

Shopbop sells over 960 maxi dresses, giving you plenty of floor-sweeping options,
whether you’re a fan of bold and colorful prints, folksy tiered silhouettes or classic
Hollywood glam. The retailer partners with both well-established and emerging
designers, and if you’re an Amazon Prime member, you can get Prime shipping
benefits (free two-day shipping and next day shipping discounts).

Best Cocktail Wedding Guest Dresses

Quince: Simple, Classic Options At Great Prices

QUINCE

Quince 100% Washable Silk Slip Dress

$78

Buy From Quince

Sizes: XS-XL | Price range: $40-$80 | Shipping and returns: Free standard
shipping and free 365-day returns

Quince sells luxe goods at a much lower prices by rethinking the traditional supply
chain and cutting out the middlemen. Quince cocktail dresses are particularly
popular, especially those made of washable silks, soft cotton knits, and breathable
tencel, all of which look chic for weddings and evening events.

Best Petite Wedding Guest Dresses

M.M.La Fleur: Versatile Lengths And Easy Alterations

M.M.LAFLEUR

M.M.LaFleur The DiemMy Dress

$495

Buy From M.M.LaFleur

Sizes: 00-18 | Price range: $195-$565 | Shipping and returns: Free shipping
over $200; $20 return fee

While M.M.LaFleur is known for workwear essentials, their dresses are so well
designed that they make for polished wedding attire, too. Most of their dresses are
tailor-ready, meaning they can be easily shortened to different lengths, and the
silhouettes are classic, with many styles hitting at the knee. The brand is also
committed to gender equity, using sustainable materials and selling secondhand
M.M.LaFleur pieces through their online resale store

Best Plus-Size Wedding Guest Dresses

Eloquii: On-Trend Options In Every Size

ELOQUII

Eloquii Ruched One Shoulder Dress

$110

Buy From Eloquii

Sizes: 14-28 | Price range: $90-$180 | Shipping and returns: Free shipping
over $125; $5 returns

Eloquii focuses on creating fashion that fits all women equally well. The brand
takes customer feedback seriously, emphasizing the fact that fashion doesn’t stop
at size 12 , and they’re dedicated to creating stylish pieces at reasonable price
points. From playful and voluminous to sleek and curve-hugging, Eloquii’s dresses
comes in a range of silhouettes for casual to black-tie weddings.

12 Of The Best Online Jewelry Stores For Stunning Pieces, At Every Price

10 Of The Best Lab-Grown Diamond Earrings To Wear, Covet And Gift To
Others

11 Unforgettable Bridesmaid Gifts, According To Actual Bridesmaids
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