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Now Trending: 14 Moody Interior Design Tips
from Austin’s Audrey Scheck
Incorporate decor in darker, richer tones to emulate a cozy and inviting
atmosphere

Audrey Scheck (photo by Cate Black)

ased in Austin, Texas, Audrey Scheck Design is an award-winning, full-
service design firm assisting in all aspects of home design including
collaborating with contractors for new builds or remodels, creating custom
design plans for any space in your home and sourcing materials and decor

elements that reflect your personal style. Here, she shares her top design tips for creating
moody fall interiors at home.

(photo by Jenna McElroy)

Wallpaper from Supply Showroom
Supply Showroom is stocked with amazing selections of fabric and wallpaper. The Tilly
Wallpaper in Kelp by These Walls is bold without being too overpowering. Take it a step
further by pairing it with a deep navy, as I did in my home office. ($52/yard)

(photo by Cate Black)

Grosche Amsterdam Pour Over Coffee Maker from Take Heart
Nothing sets the tone for a day better than a good cup of coffee. We love this Grosche
Amsterdam Pour Over Coffee Maker from Taker Heart for its beautiful hand blown glass
base. It also comes with a reusable double-layered tankless steel filter so no disposable
paper filters are needed. ($52)

(photo courtesy of Apartment F)

Cyra Vintage Persian Rug from Apartment F
Vintage rugs are wildly popular, and for good reason. The patterns and colors of vintage
rugs are timeless, and this one from Apartment F is no exception. The tones of sage green,
navy and beige are versatile enough to work in any space, and we love the durability that
comes with investing in antique rugs. 8’4” x 12’ ($4,280)

(photo courtesy of Claire Brody)

Studio Pottery Double-Handled Vase from Claire Brody Shop
Claire Brody Shop is filled with a collected mix of vintage, heirloom and antique objects,
ranging from the 18th century to the mid 20th century. This unique handmade vase would
look beautiful styled on a tabletop with dried stems or greenery in it. ($150)

(photo courtesy of Good Company)

Cloth Napkins from Good Company
These cloth napkins provide a beautiful, natural look and are made of 100% cotton with a
frayed edge. They look great perfectly folded, or you can bunch them for an effortless look.
($14)

(photo courtesy of Maaribu)

Verellen Lou Round Stool from Maaribu
This round stool from Maaribu makes for a fun accent piece in any room. The curly,
boucle fabric will add texture and dimension, and we love that it’s also functional to
provide additional seating. ($1,620)

Audrey Scheck Interiors (Phohto by Jenna McElroy)

Aileen Fitzgerald’s “The Divine Nature of Women” from Pottery Barn
Aileen Fitzgerald is one of my favorite local artists, and I currently have six of her original
pieces in my home. Her work draws upon experiences she has in nature as she seeks to
uncover landscapes with a paintbrush, while exploring the human condition. “The Divine
Nature of Women” hangs above my bed and evokes a sense of calm through the moody
and romantic landscape. ($399-$699)

(photo courtesy of Parachute)

Organic Cloud Cotton Quilt from Parachute
This cotton quilt from Parachute Home is the perfect layering piece on any bed. It’s a great
neutral grounding element that can be accented with other patterned textiles and pillows
to create the lived-in, cozy aesthetic. ($259-$309)

(photo courtesy of Arhaus)

Lotus Marble Plate from Arhaus
Featuring a subtly antiqued finish, this elegant platter is sculpted from natural white
marble. Try styling it on a coffee table with glass beads inside or using it in your kitchen to
hold produce. ($299)

DISC Interiors Book from BookPeople
Coffee table books are our most recommended styling item for any space in your home.
We use them vertically to add height to a vignette, and we also love to lay them
horizontally to ground decorative objects. This DISC Interiors: Portraits of Home book is
one of our go-to’s because it’s the perfect size, and the color of the cover is a beautiful,
subtle green. ($60)

(photo courtesy of EA/ST Co.)

Camel Pillow from EA/ST Co.
This Camel Pillow from is expertly handcrafted in Austin, Texas. The neutral tone on tone
fabric adds interest and texture to a space, and it can effortlessly be mixed and matched
with other pillows to create a layered feel. 20” x 20” ($240)

(photo by Jenna McElroy)

Totie Task Lamp from Circa Lighting
Lighting can completely change the vibe of a room, and we love to incorporate smaller
table lamps in designs like this one. Try styling it on top of a stack of books in a kitchen or
office to add ambient lighting. ($479)

(photo courtesy of Kendra Scott)

Mother-of-Pearl Large Tumbler Candle from Kendra Scott
The glow of candlelight instantly warms things up, making your home more cozy and
inviting. This Mother-of-Pearl candle from Kendra Scott is one of our favorites. It’s
beautiful, and the smell is perfection. Imagine a dewy blend of gardenia and pear, with
grounding notes of vanilla and white woods. ($45)
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Audrey Scheck Design (photo by Karissa Widder)

Kendall Charcoal by Benjamin Moore from Breed & Co.
One of the easiest ways to achieve the dark and moody aesthetic is through paint. I
recently color-drenched my bedroom in Benjamin Moore’s Kendall Charcoal, which
created an immersive experience with every surface of the room painted, including walls,
ceiling, baseboards, trim and doors. ($60/gallon; varies depending on sheen and paint type)
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Haunted Bars in Austin
Secrets, rituals and a deliciously dark side of the city’s history

(photo courtesy of Kinfolk)

hether or not you believe in ghosts, there’s something to be said for a
great story. I’m a skeptic by nature, but ubiquitous fascination with the
paranormal reassures me I’m not the only one who enjoys scaring the
bejesus out of myself. 

There’s something deliciously creepy and thrilling about metaphysical events that defy
explanation, but I also love stories with a strong historical narrative. Austin’s best-known
haunted bars fit this description perfectly.

Bar employees often work alone into the early hours of the morning, which is why they
often report spectral activity (real or imagined – I’m not here to judge). I’d always
dismissed these tales until I worked in the industry myself and found myself suitably
creeped out during closing duties, simply because I was in an otherwise deserted building.

The Tavern
Austin’s most famously haunted bar, The Tavern, was established as a Prohibition-era
brothel. It’s said a murdered prostitute (or the madam’s daughter; take your pick) named
Emily roams the premises, manifesting as an apparition or playing pranks. Unsurprisingly,
bars that report paranormal activity tend to be located in old buildings. Perhaps the ghostly
inhabitants are the result of a decidedly darker past, since so many haunted spaces were
originally brothels, saloons or gaming halls.

Curious, I decided to investigate the lurid history of Austin’s haunted bars, starting with a
downtown Ghost Walk with Jim Miles, founder of Walking Tours of Austin. The stops
include some of the city’s most historic buildings, which today house bars like The Capital
Grille, Speakeasy and The Driskill.

Miles is a former history teacher with a master’s degree in Southern History. His passion
for storytelling goes back to his childhood in Georgia. “I was blessed to have a
grandmother who fed me a steady diet of ghost stories,” he says. “It led to a lifelong
fascination with the power of a great narrative. But on some level, we’re all fascinated with
the topic of death; that’s human nature.”

The Capital Grille
The Capital Grille (formerly The Old Spaghetti Warehouse) on West 4th Street is Austin’s
original railroad depot, built in 1871. Past and present employees and customers have
reported spectral figures in Victorian dress, bar glasses that rearrange themselves, shelves
in the basement storage area shaking violently and unexplained temperature plunges.

(photo courtesy of The Capital Grille)

The eight square blocks surrounding the depot were known as Guy Town. A bustling
center of commerce by day, it was Austin’s red-light district at night, where gun fights,
mayhem and murder were regular occurrences. “Ghost sightings usually occur in places
with many deaths,” says Miles. “The introduction of the railroad in the late 19th Century
introduced a new element to the population: transients, which led to a surge in crime and
violence.”

Dumont’s Down Low
Dumont’s Down Low, a whiskey bar not currently featured on Miles’s tour, is near the old
depot. Originally an opulent brothel run by madam Sallie Daggett, the bar’s paranormal
activity is so frequent, current owners FBR Management (Mean-Eyed Cat, Lala’s Little
Nugget) made a short video about it.

(photo courtesy of Dumont’s Down Low)

The Mean-Eyed Cat
“Everyone from maintenance workers to a muralist we employed have had experiences,
sometimes more than once,” says co-owner Max Moreland. Moreland had his own spectral
encounter at the Mean-Eyed Cat, which is located in a 150-year-old building originally
thought to have been a church. In the mid-20th Century, it housed Cut-Rite Chain Saws
(sic), owned by a man named Bill Taylor who is now believed to be the resident spirit
responsible for ghostly footsteps, sliding bar glasses and rearranged bar stools.

Picture of the Mean-Eyed Cat when it was a chainsaw shop in the mid-to late-20th century.

RELATED: Long Live the Dive Bar

While alone one night, Moreland left his keys in the office door to attend to an
errand.When he returned, they were swinging wildly. After observing for a full minute, he
began filming them with his phone. “I recorded it mainly to prove to myself that it really
happened,” he says.

Fun fact: Moreland says that Taylor’s shop was one of the inspirations for The Texas
Chainsaw Massacre. Filmmaker Tobe Hooper had already developed a plot loosely based on
1950s serial killer Ed Gein, who was known for skinning his victims. While servicing his
chainsaw at Taylor’s shop, Hooper realized the machine would make the ideal weapon for
his fictional killer, Leatherface.

The Driskill
One of the most haunted buildings in Texas is The Driskill, although most of the activity is
centered around the fifth floor and grand staircase. Following the accidental death of a
politician’s little girl in the 1880s, there have been countless reports of ghostly laughter,
apparitions and pranks, but the hotel has also been the scene of a suicide and other deaths,
to which other paranormal phenomena have been attributed. Miles includes a drink at the
(also haunted) Driskill Bar on his tours, enjoying the “camaraderie and theories” that result
when his guests start sharing stories about the inexplicable.

The Driskill (photo by John Rogers)

Moonshine Grill
It’s said that many of the spirits of the dead never left this historic downtown Austin
property and continue to haunt the bar and restaurant. Employees recount stories of
interactions with bottles being thrown across the room, guests being tapped on the
shoulders, and several supernatural surprises that got the attention of The Real Ghosts of…
Podcast. Step into Kinfolk, their cellar cocktail lounge where you might just encounter
spirits of all sorts.

(photo courtesy of Moonshine Grill)

Milonga Room
It’s impossible to include every haunted bar in Austin here, but I’d be remiss to exclude
Buenos Aires Café’s basement bar, Milonga Room. You can hear the details on The Night
Owl Podcast, which examines paranormal activity at Austin landmarks. Argentinean
owner Paola Guerrero-Smith has told me about her experiences with the four resident
ghosts. A staff favorite is Armando, who is named after a former employee believed to
have worked and lived in the 19th-Century building (it was a tortilla factory and a
suspected brothel). 

A Milonga Room favorite: Armando.

“I believe in leaving gifts to spirits and ancestors,” she says. “It’s a way of acknowledging
their existence, and (helping) them remain strong in their realm and help us, as well.
Patrons leave him money, shots, handmade cigarettes, but he doesn’t like it when things
are taken from his shrine. One time a guest started smoking one of his cigarettes and we
immediately experienced a water leak in the building.”

I’m charmed by the Guerrero-Smith’s stories, but I also agree with Miles, who says it’s the
lack of definitive proof that makes the paranormal so alluring. 

“At the end of the day, it’s impossible to prove a ghost story. Regardless in your beliefs,” he
says, “there’s power in the stories themselves.”
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See What $1 Million Buys You Now in Austin Real
Estate
See how far your dollar can go in the city's ever-changing real estate market

1319 Westmoor Dr. (photo courtesy of Keller Williams Realty)

t’s official: we’ve deemed “What $1 Million Buys You Now in Austin” our ongoing
benchmark of our city’s ever-fluctuating real estate market. We aim to represent
all Austin neighborhoods and architectural styles as a way of showing you what
your dollar is worth. With listings from North Austin, South Austin, East, West,

and Downtown, hopefully you’ll find something for you — or, at least, something to aspire
to.

7506 Delafield Lane (photo courtesy of Compass)

7506 Delafield Ln #1 | $949,000

7506 Delafield Ln #1, Austin, TX, 78752
3 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, 2,395 sqft

This sleek North Austin new build combines white walls, high ceilings, floor-to-ceiling
windows, and wood finishes for a modern yet earthy interior. Its bottom floor houses its
open-concept living and dining area and its top floor’s home to all three bedrooms, with a
wraparound balcony overlooking its tranquil tree-lined neighborhood.

Listed by Darsh Parikh, Compass RE Texas, LLC

11006 Pebble Garden Ln. (photo courtesy of Realty Austin)

11006 Pebble Garden Ln | $1,000,000

11006 Pebble Garden Ln, Austin, TX, 78739
4 bedrooms, 4.5 bathrooms, 4,544 sqft

Families looking for bang for their buck live in luxury in Circle C, where the perks of
suburban living are found within Austin’s city limits. This 4,500-square-foot, 4-bedroom,
4.5-bathroom home has a sweeping spiral staircase in its castle-like entryway, along with
an in-home library, media room, and large deck in its big backyard. Plus, it’s located in a
cul-de-sac and only blocks from a pool, parks, trails, and top-rated schools.

Listed by Jo Vincent, Realty Austin
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1319 Westmoor Dr. (photo courtesy of Keller Williams Realty)

1319 Westmoor Dr | $925,000

1319 Westmoor Dr, Austin, TX, 78723
3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2,352 sqft

We simply wouldn’t be doing our jobs if we didn’t include this one in the roundup,
because this Windsor Park mid-century-inspired home is certainly keeping Austin weird.
Built in 2008, this house features finishes ahead of its time, abundant natural light,
multiple big balconies, and a large but low-maintenance turf backyard.

Listed by Holly Mace Massingill, Keller Williams Realty

7503 Creekbluff Drive (photo courtesy of Compass)

7503 Creekbluff Dr | $949,000

7503 Creekbluff Dr, Austin, TX, 78750
4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 2,778 sqft

Live on nearly two acres of natural beauty in this West Austin home, located in Bull Creek
District Park. In the 1960s, its original owners were on a mission to save Bull Creek from
development and decided to purchase its surrounding land. Today, a new owner can enjoy
its completely glass sun room, balcony overlooking the bluff, and the opportunity to be the
successor of its stewardship. 

Listed by Laurie-Hill Roberts, Sky Realty

301 West Ave #3804 (photo courtesy of Urbanspace)

301 West Ave #3804 | $950,000
301 West Ave #3804, Austin, TX, 78701

1 bedroom, 1 bathroom, 999 sqft

Get a chance to live in the Jenga building (formally known as The Independent) with this
near-million-dollar listing on the west end of downtown. Enjoy panoramic city views,
white walls and gorgeous light-wash cabinetry, 20,000 square feet of amenities, and an
easy walk to the trail, Trader Joe’s, Whole Foods, and whatever else you like to do
downtown.

Listed by Will Henderson, Urbanspace
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Enter To Win a Two-Night Stay in Lodgewell’s
Luxury Sunset Valley Retreat with 10 of Your
Friends
Settle in to this ultimate sanctuary of relaxation for a perfect Austin
staycation

You can be the lucky winner of a 2 night getaway in one of Lodgewell's luxury vacation rentals.

Tribeza is partnering with Lodgewell to give one lucky winner the ultimate
nature-filled getaway in Austin’s Sunset Valley. It’s the sanctuary you didn’t know you
needed. It’s the respite for your mind, body and soul.

With Lodgewell’s portfolio of curated vacation home rentals, The Haven is one of their
newest properties, a refuge for peace and relaxation. This exotic 4 bedroom, 4 bathroom
oasis is tucked away on 2 acres in Sunset Valley, TX, just a few miles south of the river.
The winner and their guests will be greeted by stunning floor-to-ceiling windows that
soar up through the second story with expansive views of the 50 foot lap pool, manicured
gardens, and large yard area for all ages to run and play. The imported Indonesian art,
decor, and textiles will transport you thousands of miles away, while never having to use
your passport. There are so many spaces throughout the home for you to gather with
friends and family, or with just your thoughts and breath. We know all journeys are
unique, and we hope you make The Haven a stop along yours.

Enter now to win your very own luxury vacation rental with Lodgewell.

PRIZE: 3 day, 2 night stay in The Haven, Lodgewell’s 4
bedroom luxury home in Austin’s Sunset Valley for up to 11
guests ($1850 value)

3 day, 2 night stay at the The Haven, in Sunset Valley, Texas, just a few minutes away
from Downtown Austin
4 bedroom, 4 bathroom, sleep up to 11 guest.
The Bali-inspired oasis sits on 2 acres of land, with a 50ft lap pool, gardens and large
yard area
Fully equipped chef’s kitchen, with indoor-outdoor dining and entertaining, including
a gas firepit and grill
Luxury amenities like screened-in porch, swing chairs, outdoor shower, sweeping
views and more.
Mutually agreeable dates from November 1, 2023 — February 28, 2024 (Thanksgiving,
Christmas, NYE excluded)

To see all of Lodgewell’s incredible vacation rentals and learn more about how you can rent
your own, regardless of the giveaway outcome, CLICK HERE.

ENTER NOW
Terms and conditions may apply. Privacy Policy.

Giveaway ends Monday, October 30 at 3pm.
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Fortlandia: Where Creative Play Meets Natural
Environments in Austin
The Wildflower Center’s brand new lineup of custom-designed forts is now
open through February

Wormholes by Brent Baggett at Fortlandia. (photo by Cassie Butterfield)

he Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center’s celebrated Fortlandia exhibition
has returned for its sixth year with custom-designed forts created by local
architects, designers and artists.

The family-friendly interactive exhibition inspires people of all ages to engage with the
natural world. Each unique themed fort aims to inspire an appreciation of natural
environments through innovative and sustainable designs while invoking a childlike spirit
of wonder and creativity.

Monkey Bars by Ria Bravo. (photo by Cassie Butterfield)

A collection of innovative designs
“Through inventive designs and creative content, this exhibition engages the Central
Texas community and helps us extend our mission of inspiring the conservation of native
plants to an increasing number of people of all ages,” said Wildflower Center executive
director Lee Clippard.

This year’s collection features a variety of innovative forts, such as the native Texan-
inspired fort called Texas Wild Cards, created by Jennifer Robichaux, which has native
species of plants and animals designed on Texas-sized cards.

Texas Wild Cards by Jennifer Robichaux. (photo by Cassie Butterfield)

Hands-on creation and exploration
Plenty of other masterpieces will be available for families to explore, including a fort-build
center where visitors are encouraged to make their own forts using materials provided on-
site.

Upon check-in, guests can pick up a free Passfort journal filled with a map and creative
prompts to document, doodle, and reflect on observations found in the gardens. Passforts
are available in English and Spanish for explorers of any age.

Photo courtesy of Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center

An additional fort outside of the Wildflower Center
In partnership with The Trail Conservancy, one of the forts, Wisteria by Shelley McDavid,
will be placed along the Ann and Roy Butler Hike and Bike Trail on Lady Bird Lake. This
whimsical architectural fort design will provide an exciting new interactive space for play
at Auditorium Shores.

Fortlandia is free with regular admission to the Wildflower Center. Check out the website
for more information on planning your visit.
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Chef Yoshi Okai Exemplifies Excellence at Otoko’s
Bluefin Breakdown
The rare signature event reminds us why the omakase restaurant is still one
of Austin’s most astounding dining experiences

xecutive Chef Yoshi Okai is a mad scientist. Often perched at a 90 degree
angle, surrounded by soaring rows of white lights, the master knifeman drifts
between states of hyper-focus and joyous bouts of laughter as he meticulously
breaks down a strikingly large bluefin tuna. It’s experiences like these that

remind you that cooking is a fine art, after all.

Otoko, the stunning 12-seat room hidden inside of the South Congress Hotel courtyard, is
overflowing with personality and tattoo-laden chefs intently waiting on standby for Okai’s
next signal. But the guests are just as engrossed, his conspicuous presence easily
commanding the room.

The rise of omakase
Despite the explosion in popularity of omakase restaurants in Austin over the past few
years, Okai was on the forefront of the intimate and limited-seat dining movement,
opening Otoko in 2016. Although the hotspot would go on to earn much acclaim,
presenting a tasting menu that combines Tokyo-style sushi and Kyoto-style kaiseki, it
initially felt like a risk.

“Everybody at that time didn’t believe our vision for the tasting menu and said omakase
was never going to work in Austin,” reflects Okai. “After 2017, when Food & Wine named
me one of the Best New Chefs, we got more guests and omakase really took off. From then
to now, even during and after COVID, we are still doing well — going strong. The food is
really simple, no gimmicky stuff.”

The last time we had a chance to visit the restaurant was February 2020, right before the
world shut down and irrevocably changed Austin’s dining scene. It was spectacular and
refreshingly straightforward, with a depth of flavors that stayed with us long after.
Similarly this event, which took place this past July, hasn’t left our minds since.

Bluefin breakdowns are back
The Kyoto-born chef began cooking at the age of six, but it was his love of music and
landscape architecture that brought him to Austin in 1998. Okai first learned the intensive
skill of breaking down fish during his time at Uchi, where he was head chef for many years
before joining the New Waterloo team. Since then, he’s completed around 11 breakdowns
total, including a particularly challenging demonstration at the Charleston Food + Wine
Festival with a fish weighing an unbelievable 720 pounds.

The feat was last performed publicly in 2019, except it was a much larger production held
in a bigger space — a surely different feel than the snug view from Otoko’s sleek and
minimal dining room. “The larger format made it harder to manage guests, stay tuned into
their experience and ensure everyone could see everything going on!” says Okai.
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The Haven boasts a 50 foot lap pool

2

5
The four-bedroom home comes complete with tons of luxury amenities
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“Funny enough, the bluefin breakdown was actually my first introduction to Otoko and
New Waterloo when I moved to Austin in 2019,” explains General Manager Billy Weston.
“Seeing Yoshi in action was enough for me to know I was taking the gig.”

He continues, “When Yoshi and I were discussing what we liked, what worked and what
the next bluefin breakdown needed, we knew that the intimacy of the Otoko environment
— of seeing Yoshi and his team slice up and break down that tuna almost close enough to
touch — that component is integral to what makes Otoko so special.”

Weighing in at a little over 180 pounds, the tuna had just arrived from Osaka, Japan. If
there’s one thing the restaurant is known for, it’s the thought that goes into every
ingredient that hits the plate. This sizable fish was no different, sourced sustainably from
Kindai University. As an endangered species, Kindai’s Aquaculture Research Institute has a
world-class program that helps repopulate the prized bluefin, using technology to
completely farm-raise them through every stage of life.

A one-of-a-kind culinary event
The evening started at the adjoining specialty Japanese whisky bar, Watertrade, featuring a
sophisticated list of cocktails curated by bartender Nadia Hernandez. Guests could also add
a bottle of Jester King x Otoko OH! Farmhouse Ale to their meal — a unique brew of
sansho pepper-infused ale created specially for the restaurant. Imaginative partnerships
like these between local and national brands are a regular thing here.

“One thing I’ve come to know working alongside Yoshi these past four (coming up on
five!) years now is that he loves a collab,” says Weston. “The Jester King collab came about
during a casual conversation with Jeff Stuffings when we were visiting for the Wild World
Wine Festival. Yoshi asked to collaborate, Jeff said yes, and there we were.”

“I think that by helping each other, we bring everyone to the next level!” Okai chimes in.

As warm nasu frites are passed around the room, Chef Okai gets to work on the beautiful
beast. First, as they say, it’s “Off with their heads!” Relying on just a large knife, saw,
scissors and his own hands (not to mention a patient chef team), the tail is next, followed
by the collar before delicate strips of tuna skin are thinly sliced away.

There are moments of physical struggle as focus turns to the larger belly and back cuts, but
the chef’s joy is palpable through it all. “I like to keep the tradition alive because it looks
cool and guests love it! Not many sushi places do it, so it’s another unique thing to offer,”
says Okai, whose favorite part of the process is watching the delighted reactions of diners.
In the moment, you know you’re witnessing something special, and all are more grateful
to be in a city where something like this is possible.

As the marbled fillets are removed and organized, Okai takes more of a back seat, breaking
down what’s left while his sous chefs start spooning strips directly from the tuna’s ribs to
prep the hand rolls.

The first bite reminds you why you would spend any amount of time packed like sardines
into a room normally meant for twelve people. It’s the freshest taste of tuna we could
imagine eating. As it melts in your mouth, cracks of salt mingle with earthy seaweed,
sticky white rice and fragrant green onions. The humble hand roll is the picture of
opulence.

It’ll take around six months for the team to go through all of the salvaged pieces, each with
a specifically designated purpose. It’s also sometimes important to not shy away from the
truth of what goes into those perfect pink morsels before you, and to be filled with
appreciation for both the tireless efforts of the chefs and the marvelous creature they came
from.

“Straightforward ingredients, good food, great people”
Chef Okai and the teams at Otoko and Watertrade have continued to stay busy into the
fall, resuming their monthly Dram Sessions on October 29 and November 26. The tasting
and educational whisky series is led by Billy Weston himself.

When we ask what’s next on the horizon for the artful Austin dining destination, Okai
responds in true enigmatic fashion: “I’m working on growing our community and
developing relationships with guests and our friends in the industry. We might have
something cool happening soon…in the mountains, maybe!”

We’re looking forward to it.
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Date Night Ideas for Autumn in Austin
Fall in love with these unique and seasonal suggestions for spicing up your
next night out

(photo courtesy of Pecan Square Cafe)

reat your special someone to something out of the ordinary on your next date
night. From drinks in a wine cave to mysterious concerts in the woods, posh
picnics, or quartets by candlelight. We’re sharing a mix of simple yet elegant
ways to add some sparkle and romance to your next night out.

(photo courtesy of Wanderlust Wine Co.)

Wander into a Wine Cave
At Wanderlust Wine Co., you can delve deep under their perfectly pink and airy upstairs
lounge to enter a candlelit cavern space for their signature Speakeasy Wine Cave Tasting
Experience.

Your reservation includes a curated wine and food pairing in this intimate underground
atmosphere. Wanderlust’s sommelier will guide your tasting journey that features eight
wines coupled with eight Spanish-inspired small bites. The wine cave has seatings at 6
p.m. or 8 p.m. Thursday through Saturday and 2 p.m. or 4 p.m. on Sundays. Be sure to
make your reservations well in advance.

(photo courtesy of Wanderlust Wine Co.)

Listen to a Sweet Serenade at Sunset
Strings in the Woods offers a perfect pairing of live acoustic music and the beauty of green
spaces. From the Barton Springs Greenbelt to Bull Creek and more, Strings in the Woods
are small gatherings that start with a short guided nature walk accompanied by solo violin,
followed by a 1-hour concert at sunset showcasing a special guest artist.

There’s a little bit of mystery that comes with planning your Strings in the Woods
experience. First, you need to send a text to (512) 379-5934 to subscribe to find out about
the events. You can then see the event location, map, and ticket links. All are welcome to
bring beverages, a picnic, and a blanket or camp chairs to enjoy the concert.

(photo courtesy of Strings in the Woods’ Instagram)

Plan a Pizza Picnic at Pecan on the Lawn
West Austin’s charming Pecan Square Café is hosting fall picnics on their lawn from 4-7
p.m. during the last Sunday of every month. Enjoy their delicious gourmet pizza, seasonal
salads and bottles of featured wines. You can even groove along to tunes from their guest
DJ. To make your experience even easier, they provide the picnic blankets for you and
your date.

Pecan on the Lawn (photo courtesy of Pecan Square Cafe)

Hear a Concert by Candlelight
For the dreamiest date night, dress to the nines and enter a beautiful historic mansion that
is decorated with hundreds of glowing candles. The drama and romance of such a setting
will sweep your date off their feet. But there is more to enjoy than just this alluring
ambiance. You’ll be delighted to hear a lovely string quartet perform a live concert
featuring a variety of music styles. At a Candlelight Concert, you can choose your concert
tickets based on musical theme from such choices as The Beatles, Ella Fitzgerald, even
Halloween tunes, too.

(photo courtesy of Candlelight Concerts)

RELATED: Candlelight Concerts Enchant Austin Audiences

Snuggle Up for a Movie Under the Stars
Austin Parks Foundation once again brings the best bargain date night option around.
Movies in the Park is back this year, hosting a series of free films in parks all over Austin.
Bring your blankets and picnics for a fun and relaxing evening under the beautiful Austin
night sky. Check out this year’s film & location line up.

APF Movies in the Park (photo by Maggie Boyd)

Rent a Retro Boat for a Lakeside Ride
Take your date on a cruise around Lady Bird Lake in style. Retro Boat Rentals ATX offers
vintage boats that are a perfect fit for two. These colorful, mid-century boats feature
beautiful details and have been restored with electric motors so that they are quiet and
environmentally friendly, allowing for easy conversation with your sweetie. Let the beauty
of Austin’s skyline impress your date as you travel along the water.

(photo courtesy of Retro Boat Rentals ATX)

Get Smitten Over S’mores
Enjoy an ooey gooey time at Halcyon Coffee and Cocktail Bar where you can make
tableside s’mores for two. Choose from their Mueller or downtown location and enjoy
coffee or cocktails as you create your perfectly toasted marshmallow and chocolate
sensation. As soon as the first chill is in the air, this makes for an optimal seasonal date
night destination.

(photo courtesy of Halcyon)

Settle in for Smooth Jazz
There are several wonderful jazz clubs in Austin that we simply adore, but this fall, there’s
a new cat in town. Mozart’s Coffee Roasters, known for their lovely lakeside patio and
wildly popular Christmas light show, is now home to a Wednesday night jazz club. The
ultimate date night evening experience takes place in their cozy grotto where you can
enjoy their delicious desserts or charcuterie plates. As a bonus, this is a BYOB destination
so you can bring your date’s favorite drink of choice. Reserve your tickets and choose from
alternating local jazz performers.

(photo courtesy of Mozart’s Coffee Roasters)

Indulge in Champagne & Caviar
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Tribeza's Dinner X Design

Enjoy an Italian Escape in a Hill
Country Winery at Trattoria Lisina

Fresh Fish and Creative Cocktails at
TenTen

Healthy, Colorful Dishes Abound in
a Beautiful Dining Room at The

Well

Elysian Collective Wants to Give
You the World

I’m With the BANDD Fern Santini Feels So Lucky to
Work in Austin Interior Design
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5
Chefs passing out tasty nasu frites to tide guests over.

2

5
Nasu frites are bites of fried Japanese eggplant.
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6
The entire process is a team effort.

2

6
Moments of joy are palpable amid the more tedious cuts.

1

7
The Otoko team steps in to spoon meat from the tuna’s ribs.

2

7
Beautiful slices of tuna prepped for hand rolls.
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For a decadent date night, book your reservation for Room 725 at the Fairmont Hotel. On
the 7th floor, you’ll find this semi-private lounge that offers the ultimate indulgence of
Champagne, caviar and a rare selection of Pre-Embarago Cuban cigars. Plus, you cannot
beat the gorgeous skyline views. Room 725 is open from Fridays and Saturdays from 6 – 11
p.m.

(photo courtesy of Room 725 at The Fairmont)

More Ideas for Fall Date Nights:

15 Romantic Date Night Restaurants in Austin

17 Picturesque Patios for Outdoor Dining in Austin

Plan an Autumn Adventure at These 6 Central Texas Pumpkin Patches

Unwind and Reconnect at Hyatt Lost Pines Resort & Spa
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Tribeza is defined by the stories we tell. We
celebrate beautiful photography through a
simple, yet sophisticated design, and each
month, we let our readers in on a unique,
curated look inside the lives of Austin’s most
innovative citizens.
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